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\vas the decoration of the houses acd the city \vith auspicious articles like
flags2, made of China siik, ond paintings3, etc. Avrdhya, at the coronation of
Rama4 Osadhiprastha5, the imaginary city of Himalaya, on the occasion of
Siva's marriage with Parvatj, 2nd Kundinapura6, the capital of Vidarbha, were
all well decorated. Tonina was a row of hanging leaves from a rope tied to
posts in front of doors and along wails7. It was also constructed in the form of
crescent gates, or arches,8 on roads through which a procession passed.

Pilgrimage

An important religious practice was to visit the places of pilgrimage. A bath
at a place of pilgrimage (flrtba*) was supposed to wash away sins and to attain
righteous merit for the bather. The places of pilgrimage were generally fixed
on the bank of some sacred stream, or in the vicinity of some holy stream. Saci-
tirtha, referred to in the Sakttntala1*, was such a place of pilgrimage and so were
the confluences of the Ganga and Yamuna11 (trireni), and Ganga and Sarayu12.
Kanva goes to Somatirtha13 (Prabhasa) in order to propitiate the evil destiny of
Sakuntala. Other places of pilgrimage were Gokarna14, Puskara15, Apsarastirtha16.
The bank of the Tamasa was full of ascetics17 and consequently it was considered
a place of pilgrimage. A dip at these tirthas was supposed to render the soul free
from re-birth18 and the attainment of the status and body of gods19 possible. At
the coronation ceremony of a king water brought from places of pilgrimage was
used for his consecration20.

Popular Beliefs and Superstitions

Let us now describe the religious beliefs and superstitions of the people. A
blind faith in superstitions and omens is a weakness of all early peoples, and
Indians at the time of Kalidasa were no exception to this rule. Kalidasa says that
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